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Hi Kathy and Liz –
This email is transmitting responses from the NWOD Working Group to general comments from
EPA in its November 24, 2010 Memorandum regarding the Sediment Characterization Study
conducted for Segment 1 of the NWOD Canal. Please contact me if you have any questions on
this.
I hope you have a good holiday,
Laura
Laura McIndoe Briefer
Special Projects Manager
Salt Lake City Public Utilities
1530 South West Temple
Salt Lake City, UT 84115
Phone: 801.483.6741
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MEMORANDUM 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
TO:   NWOD Working Group 
FROM:  Paul Fuglevand 
DATE:   December 16, 2010 
SUBJECT: Response to EPA’s General Comments 
  Segment 1 Sediment Characterization Study 
  Northwest Oil Drain (NWOD) Canal, Salt Lake City, Utah 
REF. NO:  SLCC-001         ____________      
 
On November 24, 2010 EPA issued a memorandum with both general and specific comments 
regarding the NWOD Sediment Characterization Study for Segment 1 dated November 19, 2010.  
EPA’s specific comments were addressed by the Working Group in the revised Sediment 
Characterization Study submitted to EPA on December 3, 2010.  The Working Group’s 
responses to EPA’s general comments are addressed in this memorandum. 
 
EPA’s general comments on the Sediment Characterization Study questioned the utility of 
additional analytical parameters (metals, PAHs) and emphasized that cleanup levels had been 
previously established (THP-DRO and Oil & Grease) for the canal.  EPA also stated that it is 
important all parties understand how the sediment analytical data will be used. 
 
The Working Group understands that the project cleanup levels are documented in prior project 
submittals (NWOD SAP/QAPP, July 28, 2004).  The Working Group is gathering the additional 
analytical data with the intent to apply the data to better understand the following:   
 


Health and Safety.  The additional analytical data will provide a basis to calculate 
potential exposure risks to both workers during removal and also to longer-term 
incidental contact should some of the material be considered for on-site side casting.   
 
Risk Reduction.  The sediment characterization data, when combined with the post 
removal performance data for Segment 1, will allow the Working Group to consider how  
the removal action has reduced risks (ecological and human health), including 
consideration of residual risk consistent with guidance in EPA’s 2005 contaminated 
sediment remediation document (Contaminated Sediment Remediation Guidance for 
Hazardous Waste Sites). 
 
Pilot.  Data gathered for Segment 1 work will provide added understanding on the 
impacts and effectiveness of the removal action methods which will be of value in 
refining the subsequent approach for Segments 2 and 3.   


 
This memo, in combination with the December 3 revision to the Sediment Characterization 
Study, is intended to address EPA’s comments on the Study document.     








